
Biography 

Updated March 10, 2015 

Ivan Schwarz: President, Greater Cleveland Film Commission 
 
Ivan Schwarz has been President of the Greater Cleveland Film Commission (GCFC) since 2007.  
He is committed to building a year-round, sustainable media industry through job creation, 
workforce development, and attraction of media productions to Ohio. 
 
Ivan has over 20 years of experience in the film and television industry.  Prior to joining the GCFC 
he was a Co-Producer on the HBO mini-series Band of Brothers and a Location Manager on 
Entourage, My Name Is Earl, The Comeback, From the Earth to the Moon, as well as on many 
other films and television programs.  He has worked all over the world alongside top industry 
professionals, such as Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks. 
 
Upon joining GCFC, Ivan began a statewide effort to create and pass the Ohio Motion Picture 
Tax Credit to promote filming in Ohio.  The biennial tax credit was first signed into law in July 
2009.  The first four years of the tax credit proved to be overwhelmingly successful, with 40 
projects receiving tax credit dollars from the State.  Together these projects have generated a 
nearly $300 million in economic impact in Ohio and have resulted in over 1,300 full-time 
equivalent jobs for Ohio residents.  
 
Ivan has worked closely with Cleveland State University to conduct a second comprehensive 
economic impact study to examine the impact of Ohio’s tax incentive on the local economy.  
During the fiscal years of 2013 and 2014 the State’s tax incentive has offered a total of $40 
million.  The study indicates that, as a result of Ohio’s Motion Picture Tax Incentive, for every 
$1.00 spent in Ohio, $1.78 is reinvested into the local economy.  Ivan continues to lead the effort 
of ensuring the renewal of Ohio’s tax incentive.  With the support of Ivan, GCFC aims to increase 
the incentive to $50 million per year, to insure the continued growth of Ohio’s stainable media 
industry. 
 
While at GCFC Ivan has been involved in bringing to Cleveland many box office favorites such as 
Marvel Studio’s Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Avengers, Draft Day, Alex Cross, Funsize, 
Bad Grandpa, Take Shelter and Kings of Summer just to name a few. 
 
Under Ivan’s leadership, over 300 productions have been filmed in Ohio since 2007, including 
commercials, documentaries, independent and studio feature films, music videos, public service 
announcements, photo shoots, television shows, and web-series.  As a result, local businesses 
have enjoyed significant increases in their revenues from the film industry.  Not just retail shops, 
restaurants, hotels, but also contractors, real estate agents, and restaurant food suppliers have 
all benefited from the increased business during filming.  
 
Ivan is inspired and dedicated to building a strong, competitive and experienced local workforce 
through the GCFC’s Workforce Development Programs.  These programs are carefully designed 
to provide local workers with the education, network and tools they need to succeed in the media 
industry.  Each program is created in consultation with industry experts and in partnership with 
local colleges and universities to yield relevant, employer-driven curricula and training.  To date, 
over 600 hundred people have actively participated in these professional development 
workshops, seminars and networking opportunities. 
 
About the Greater Cleveland Film Commission: The Greater Cleveland Film Commission (GCFC) is a private, non-
profit economic and workforce development organization committed to bringing media production to Northeast Ohio to 
strengthen the workforce, support the media industry and attract media production to the region. To learn more about 
GCFC and for the latest updates on media production in Northeast Ohio, visit www.clevelandfilm.com. 


