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Stuart Albright became a teacher to inspire teenagers to find beauty in the world and to help save lives. 

He believed all he needed were good intentions and a little elbow grease. For Albright, the daily reality 

of teaching came as a shock. How does a teacher handle a student who is addicted to drugs, or 

popularity, or the social bubble of a school?  

Albright realized teachers can’t change the world, but they can impact students’ lives. Over the past 10 

years, he has taught over 1,300 students and coached almost 1,000 more. His students’ courage and 

resilience inspire him to dedicate his professional life to teaching. 

Albright teaches at C.E. Jordan High School, a diverse public high school in Durham, North Carolina. He 

works constantly to cultivate a safe, family atmosphere for all students, no matter who they are or what 

group they identify with. Albright strives to harness diversity in his English and creative writing classes. 

These courses offer sanctuary for students from all walks of life.  

Seven years ago, Albright started a nonprofit company called McKinnon Press to publish student works. 

Each class creates a class anthology of their best work, a collaborative project that gives students a voice 

through their writing. Many students have continued to write full length novels in Albright’s advanced 

Creative Writing class. Students come alive when given the chance to tell their life stories and to inspire 

others with their words. Writing projects are central to community building initiatives within Albright’s 

classroom. They have helped students forge friendships that would have otherwise not been possible.  

Albright’s creative writing courses are the most popular elective at the high school. He encourages 

students to be their best through written expression. Through peer-editing, public sharing, and open 

discussion, Albright creates a culture of respect in his classroom.  

Social studies teacher at C.E. Jordan High School, Brian MacDonald explains, “[Albright] has a true 

devotion to his students, dedication to the teaching profession, and an attention to detail, all of which 

focus on student achievement.” MacDonald continues to praise his colleague’s dedication, passion, and 

continued willingness to help his students, athletes, and colleagues.  



 
Albright has served as English teacher and football coach at Jordan High School for the past 11 years. He 

describes coaching as mentoring and finds that playing the role of teacher and coach are one in the 

same. As a coach, he teaches his athletes the importance of commitment and work ethic while 

emphasizing the importance of academic achievement. Albright matches his expectations with his own 

enthusiasm as he works with his athletes through tutoring. He discusses their academic achievement 

with other faculty members and stays in contact with his athletes even after they leave school.  

To Albright, effective schools are not simply institutions, they are also families. Albright works to create 

a sense of community at his school, where hundreds of students and teachers participate in clubs, 

sports, performances, tutoring sessions, and parent conferences after the final bell. The safe, communal 

environment keeps high school students from feeling marginalized and invisible within the ever-growing 

masses. To Albright, effective educators are constants in an ever-changing society. He acts as a steady 

source of support for his students. Albright believes that hope originates when a community exists 

beyond the basic framework of a chalkboard or a classroom wall. It is this sense of community that 

drives much of the excellence in public schools. Community building begins with innovative and 

dedicated educators like Albright.  

Albright has authored several books, including Bull City: A Novel, Sidelines: A North Carolina Story of 

Community, Race, and High School Football, Best Practices for Teaching Reading: What Award-Winning 

Teachers Do, and Blessed Returns: A Student’s Summer in one of America’s Poorest Cities. He is also the 

recipient of several awards, including the Milken Foundation National Educator Award and Durham 

Public Schools Teacher of the Year.  

 


