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Ella Bowling establishes a living environment in her 7th grade science classroom by engaging students in 

exciting, hands-on opportunities for inquiry that foster success. Whether it’s raising rainbow trout in a 

conservation education program, designing and constructing rain gardens for native plants, or spending 

a day knee deep in a stream studying water quality, learning is an interactive element in Bowling’s 

classroom. There is never a dull moment. 

Bowling strives to provide opportunities where the whole child is given the chance to explore the world 

using their own sense of wonder, spurring pride and self-worth. She addresses students’ needs for a 

sense of belonging, autonomy, self-confidence, and fairness by creating a safe learning environment 

where students flourish from both an academic and social standpoint.  

Recently, Bowling constructed an outdoor learning facility, complete with a boardwalk area to view new 

vernal ponds to promote studies of amphibian life cycles. Bowling takes every opportunity to expose her 

students to the outdoors in order to foster a love of nature and develop a sense of stewardship and 

responsibility for preserving our natural resources. Following Bowling’s lead, other faculty members at 

Mason County Middle School are beginning to embrace new technologies and utilize the outdoor 

classroom.  

Bowling works year-round to foster great relationships with parents and community stakeholders. To 

build rapport, she completes home visits with new students and their families, leads the annual Energy 

Expo with her students to teach the community the importance of energy conservation, and invites 

guests from the community to share real world science applications in her classroom.  

Reading and language arts teacher at Mason County Middle School, Marjorie S. Appelman asserts, “Mrs. 

Bowling’s tireless and selfless commitment and efforts to promote environmental education to the 

school and to the community are immeasurable.” In her glowing recommendation, she also mentions 

that her three sons, previous students of Bowling’s, all plan to pursue careers in science due to 

Bowling’s encouragement and strong impact.  

To improve the education environment for her students, Bowling is part of several associations, 

including the KEA, NSTA, and KY Association for Environmental Education. She has presented at state 



 
and national conferences as a recognized expert in her field. Whether it’s learning new stream 

monitoring protocols, visiting landfills and coal burning power plants to increase her knowledge of 

energy production, or attending conferences and serving as a presenter, Bowling is continually 

improving her skill set as a teacher.  

Bowling believes that inquiry learning, when used properly, can produce the question-asking, critical 

thinking, and problem solving skills necessary for success in today’s technology driven society. 

Unfortunately, in today’s age of content-based accountability, the body of knowledge required in the 

tested areas is often so broad as to leave little time for inquiry-based lessons. Nonetheless, if teachers 

can find ways to merge inquiry with content, the result is long-term knowledge retention.  

In her teaching, Bowling stresses “24/7” involvement. Students should be thinking of math and science 

constantly. As a teacher, she commits to making herself available to her students through technology, so 

that she can answer questions when they occur. Bowling encourages discussion amongst classmates, 

facilitated by social media networks and blogs. She urges her students to keep an eye on the natural 

phenomena around them, to build curiosity and develop physical intuition.  

Bowling’s teaching philosophy is to create a framework of high expectations, while simultaneously 

offering support for students to meet and even exceed those demands. Her goal is to instill in her 

students curiosity. Science is a process that does not lend well to rote memorization and bookwork. The 

most successful scientists ask more questions than they answer. Bowling encourages her students to ask 

questions about what they observe and to use their knowledge and physical intuition to develop 

explanations.  

An inspirational and motivational educator, Bowling received the 2012 KY Middle School Science 

Teacher of the Year Award by the KSTA and most recently received the PASCO STEM Educator Award by 

the NSTA. 

 


